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Net Neutrality and the Future of the Internet
Soraj Hongladarom, Department of Philosophy, Chulalongkorn University

| will focus in this talk on introducing the principle of net neutrality and then speculate on
the future of the internet. Net neutrality is the principle that the content of what passes on
in the network should be free, and the service providers should not make any discrimination
as to what kind of content is being passed on in their networks. This has had profound
implications for the internet and in fact the future of the internet itself crucially depends on
it. | will also talk about how this principle is compromised especially in the Thai context. Net
neutrality has the potential of creating huge disruptions in the political structure, but it also
could be a tool for the authorities to create their version of reality. However, it is always
better to err on the side of having more freedom than openness than the other way round
because, as John Stuart Mill says, having freedom and free flow of information creates a
“marketplace of ideas” where bad ideas tend to be crowded out by good ones. Things so far
have proved Mill to be right, and they should be kept that way.
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